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A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TORKILDSEN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 1508, H.R. 2005, and H.R. 1358.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12, rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:30 p.m.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 36 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 4:30 p.m.

f

b 1640

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. EVERETT) at 4 o’clock and
40 minutes p.m.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
with an amendment a bill of the House
of the following title:

H.R. 2491. An act to provide for reconcili-
ation pursuant to section 105 of the concur-
rent resolution on the budget for fiscal year
1996.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 86–380, the
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
appoints Mr. THOMAS to the Advisory
Commission on Intergovernmental Re-
lations, vice Mr. DORGAN.

f

HOMESTEADING AND NEIGHBOR-
HOOD RESTORATION ACT OF 1995

Mr. LAZIO of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 1691, to provide for
innovative approaches for home owner-
ship opportunity and provide for the
temporary extension of the rural rental
housing program, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 1691

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Homestead-
ing and Neighborhood Restoration Act of
1995’’.
SEC. 2. ASSISTANCE FOR HABITAT FOR HUMAN-

ITY AND OTHER SELF-HELP HOUS-
ING PROVIDERS.

(a) GRANT AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development shall, to

the extent amounts are available to carry
out this section and the requirements of this
section are met, make grants for use in ac-
cordance with this section to—

(1) Habitat for Humanity International,
whose organizational headquarters are lo-
cated in Americus, Georgia; and

(2) other national or regional organizations
or consortia that have experience in provid-
ing or facilitating self-help housing home-
ownership opportunities.

(b) GOALS AND ACCOUNTABILITY.—In mak-
ing grants under this section, the Secretary
shall take such actions as may be necessary
to ensure that—

(1) assistance provided under this section is
used to facilitate and encourage innovative
homeownership opportunities through the
provision of self-help housing, under which
the homeowner contributes a significant
amount of sweat equity toward the construc-
tion of the new dwelling;

(2) assistance provided under this section
for land acquisition and infrastructure devel-
opment results in the development of not
less than 5,000 new dwellings;

(3) the dwellings constructed in connection
with assistance provided under this section
are quality dwellings that comply with local
building and safety codes and standards and
are available at prices below the prevailing
market prices;

(4) the provision of assistance under this
section establishes and fosters a partnership
between the Federal Government and Habi-
tat for Humanity International, its affili-
ates, and other organizations and consortia,
resulting in efficient development of afford-
able housing with minimal Governmental
intervention, limited Governmental regula-
tion, and significant involvement by private
entities;

(5) activities to develop housing assisted
pursuant to this section involve community
participation similar to the homeownership
program carried out by Habitat for Human-
ity International, in which volunteers assist
in the construction of dwellings; and

(6) dwellings are developed in connection
with assistance under this section on a geo-
graphically diverse basis, which includes
areas having high housing costs, rural areas,
and areas underserved by other homeowner-
ship opportunities that are populated by low-
income families unable to otherwise afford
housing.

If, at any time, the Secretary determines
that the goals under this subsection cannot
be met by providing assistance in accordance
with the terms of this section, the Secretary
shall immediately notify the applicable
Committees in writing of such determina-
tion and any proposed changes for such goals
or this section.

(c) ALLOCATION.—Of any amounts available
for grants under this section—

(1) 50 percent shall be used for a grant to
the organization specified in subsection
(a)(1); and

(2) 50 percent shall be used for grants to or-
ganizations and consortia under subsection
(a)(2).

(d) USE.—
(1) PURPOSE.—Amounts from grants made

under this section shall be used only for eli-
gible expenses in connection with developing
new decent, safe, and sanitary nonluxury
dwellings in the United States for families
and persons who otherwise would be unable
to afford to purchase a dwelling.

(2) ELIGIBLE EXPENSES.—For purposes of
paragraph (1), the term ‘‘eligible expenses’’
means costs only for the following activities:

(A) LAND ACQUISITION.—Acquiring land (in-
cluding financing and closing costs).

(B) INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT.—In-
stalling, extending, constructing, rehabili-

tating, or otherwise improving utilities and
other infrastructure.
Such term does not include any costs for the
rehabilitation, improvement, or construc-
tion of dwellings.

(e) ESTABLISHMENT OF GRANT FUND.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Any amounts from any

grant made under this section shall be depos-
ited by the grantee organization or consor-
tium in a fund that is established by such or-
ganization or consortium for such amounts,
administered by such organization or consor-
tium, and available for use only for the pur-
poses under subsection (d). Any interest,
fees, or other earnings of the fund shall be
deposited in the fund and shall be considered
grant amounts for purposes of this section.

(2) ASSISTANCE TO HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
AFFILIATES.—Habitat for Humanity Inter-
national may use amounts in the fund estab-
lished for such organization pursuant to
paragraph (1) for the purposes under sub-
section (d) by providing assistance from the
fund to local affiliates of such organization.

(f) REQUIREMENTS FOR ASSISTANCE TO
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS.—The Secretary may
make a grant to an organization or consor-
tium under subsection (a)(2) only pursuant
to—

(1) an expression of interest by such orga-
nization or consortia to the Secretary for a
grant for such purposes;

(2) a determination by the Secretary that
the organization or consortia has the capa-
bility and has obtained financial commit-
ments (or has the capacity to obtain finan-
cial commitments) necessary to—

(A) develop not less than 30 dwellings in
connection with the grant amounts; and

(B) otherwise comply with a grant agree-
ment under subsection (i); and

(3) a grant agreement entered into under
subsection (i).

(g) TREATMENT OF UNUSED AMOUNTS.—Upon
the expiration of the 6-month period begin-
ning upon the Secretary first providing no-
tice of the availability of amounts for grants
under subsection (a)(2), the Secretary shall
determine whether the amount remaining
from the aggregate amount reserved under
subsection (c)(2) exceeds the amount needed
to provide funding in connection with any
expressions of interest under subsection (f)(1)
made by such date that are likely to result
in grant agreements under subsection (i). If
the Secretary determines that such excess
amounts remain, the Secretary shall provide
the excess amounts to Habitat for Humanity
International by making a grant to such or-
ganization in accordance with this section.

(h) GEOGRAPHICAL DIVERSITY.—In using
grant amounts provided under subsection
(a)(1), Habitat for Humanity International
shall ensure that the amounts are used in a
manner that results in national geographic
diversity among housing developed using
such amounts. In making grants under sub-
section (a)(2), the Secretary shall ensure
that grants are provided and grant amounts
are used in a manner that results in national
geographic diversity among housing devel-
oped using grant amounts under this section.

(i) GRANT AGREEMENT.—A grant under this
section shall be made only pursuant to a
grant agreement entered into by the Sec-
retary and the organization or consortia re-
ceiving the grant, which shall—

(1) require such organization or consortia
to use grant amounts only as provided in
this section;

(2) provide for the organization or consor-
tia to develop a specific and reasonable num-
ber of dwellings using the grant amounts,
which number shall be established taking
into consideration costs and economic condi-
tions in the areas in which the dwellings will
be developed, but in no case shall be less
than 30;
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